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Within the week the thousand dollars desired as a
reward and additional funds for meeting the expenses of
the committee had been secured from popular subscription.

Madge was chairman of the committee, and her
presentation of the resolutions on this occasion is probably
her first appearance on a public platform other than at a
meeting of a women's club. It was the beginning of a
career'of public effort, which from beginning to end was
grounded in the conviction that the orderly processes of
the law were essential to all progress, that no apparent
advance of public interest was to be sought at the risk of
lessening respect for the law, that it is therefore futile to
place on the statute books any law too far in advance
of public opinion for a reasonably widespread enforce-
ment of its provisions to be anticipated.

With the end of the year 1899 and the beginning of
the year 1900 came the Goebel tragedy.

William Goebel had for a number of years been a
member of the State Senate from Kenton County.
In the session of 1898 he introduced an election law
known as the Goebel Law, which, according to a saying
of Henry Watterson, "was intended to leave nothing
to chance."

According to the provisions of that law, the legislature,
which was then Democratic, elected three men to compose
the Board of State Election Commissioners. That Board
appointed three men in each county to compose the
Board of County Election Commissioners, and they
appointed all local election officers.

This law aroused bitter opposition but was passed by
the legislature, and three Democrats were elected as State
Election Commissioners.